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“Thank you for your support of Willapa!” was the message delivered by Katherine 
Driscoll and Amy Cook to regional congressional offices by Friends of Willapa Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge during their visit to Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C..   Dris-
coll and Cook are President and Vice-President, respectively, of the Willapa NWR 
Friends organization, and were joined by nearly 300 Friends volunteers and Fish 
and Wildlife Service personnel from across the country who participated at the 
2008 National Friends Conference held April 4th through 6th in Shepherdstown, 
West Virginia. 

“Congressmen Baird and Dicks together with Senators Murray and Cantwell have 
proved themselves to be extraordinary champions of the Willapa Refuge and the 
environmental health of the Bay overall,” noted Driscoll. “They have helped en-
sure success with our management programs to eradicate invasive spartina from 
the tidelands as well as restore more forest habitat to old growth characteristics.”   
D.C. visits by Driscoll and Cook included Pete Modaff, Legislative Director for 
Congressman Norm Dicks, Congessman Brian Baird and Jamal Abdi, Legislative 
Aide, and Jaime Shimek and Katrina Lassiter, Legislative aides for Senator Patty 
Murray.    
 

Besides a big “Thank you,” congressional staff discussions included the Compre-
hensive Conservation Plan (CCP) being prepared for long-term investment and 
planning at Willapa NWR.   The CCP will serve as a major directional guide for 
the future of the Refuge, and public inputs are being collected now for inclusion 
into the plan.  Topics of discussion around the CCP include the need to invest in 
long term strategies that promote natural and sustainable processes for habitat for 
the hundreds of species of fish, birds, wildlife, and flora within the Willapa Refuge.  
“We must protect, maintain, and restore the numerous habitats that exist within 
Willapa NWR, as well as increase our capacity for recreational access to the Ref-
uge with the understanding that wildlife comes first,” noted Driscoll.    
 

Hosted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Wildlife Refuge As-
sociation, the “Friends for the Future” Conference attended by Driscoll and Cook 
featured sessions covering how climate change impacts refuges: ways in which 
refuge supporters can address threats from beyond refuge boundaries; and how 
refuges can help connect children with nature.   At the conference, Driscoll and 
Cook participated in a variety of training workshops, roundtable discussions and 
networking opportunities that focused on public outreach and children’s educa-
tion.  “The conference sessions emphasized how a child’s social, emotional, and 
physical well-being can benefit from staying connected to nature and the out-
doors,” commented Cook.   “And, as Congressman Brian Baird pointed out, we 
have an incredible treasure right here in our backyard with the Willapa National 
Wildlife Refuge.   It is an invaluable resource that can be used to teach kids about 
the environment and their place in it!   We were pleased to learn that our Willapa 
Friends’ programs for public education are among the best in the nation for this.” 
                                                                                         See photo next page 
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By Katherine Driscoll 



Third Grader’s from Astoria’s Star of 
the Sea School were fortunate to see 
a mother goose sitting on her nest 
while on their field trip to the Willapa Refuge.      See story on page 5.   
Photos by  

Katherine Driscoll and 
Amy Cook attend  

2008 National Friends 
Conference  held  

April 4th through 6th in 
Shepherdstown,  

West Virginia 

Congressman Brian Baird 
pointed out, “we have an 
incredible treasure right 
here in our backyard with 
the Willapa National Wild-
life Refuge.   It is an invalu-
able resource that can be 
used to teach kids about 
the environment and their 
place in it!   We were 
pleased to learn that our 
Willapa Friends’ programs 
for public education are 
among the best in the na-
tion for this.” 



The Comprehensive Conservation Plan and Environmental Impact Statement 
(CCP/EIS) for the future Willapa National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) is well underway. 
We have recently completed the scoping (issues identification) phase of the pro-
ject and have begun to develop preliminary alternative management options. An-
ticipate a Planning Update #2 in your mailbox soon.  The purpose of the Planning 
Update #2 is to summarize what the Refuge learned from the public and how 
scoping comments will be incorporated during the next phase of the planning 
process. 
 

During the scoping phase, the Refuge invited 
community residents, agency members, inter-
ested organizations and citizens to attend public 
meetings, state their views, and submit written 
comments. The meetings also provided an op-
portunity for the public to learn about the CCP/
EIS project, develop an understanding of the Wil-
lapa NWR natural resources, interact with Ser-
vice staff and ask questions related to the plan-
ning of the future wildlife Refuge. 
 
Thank you for Participating!  For a comprehen-
sive list and analysis of comments gathered dur-
ing public scoping please refer to the Public 
Scoping Report that is available at:  http://www.
fws.gov/willapa/WillapaNWR/Index.html 
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By Kristine Thompson 

Charlie speaking at South Bend public meeting March  25, 2008 

CCP Planner Rebecca Young 
talking to participant at  

Ilwaco meeting. 



Third graders from Astoria’s Star of the Sea School spent their end of year field 
trip at refuge headquarters Wednesday, June 4th.  Twenty-one students and ten 
chaperones traveled by bus for an all day outdoor excursion.  Kris Thompson, En-
vironmental Education Coordinator for the Willapa NWR, greeted the students 
with a talk about what a refuge is and distributed journals for taking wildlife notes.  
Katherine Mack Driscoll, President FWNWR, prepared the class for a walk along 
the Salmon Interpretive Art Trail with a brief history of its evolution.  John Ivie of 
Ivie Interpretive happened to be on hand installing the third of his four spinning 
trail sculptures and a new brochure rack featuring warty jumping slugs.  Ivie was 
pleased to talk to the students about interpretive art and challenged them to seek 
out and contemplate several of his personal favorites and “report back”.   

 

The students explored the art trail first, taking 
notes along the way.  They tried their hand at dip 
netting in the pond, scooping up a bit of the sedi-
ment and carefully depositing it into a bin for a 
closer look.  Frogs and newts were the most excit-
ing discoveries along with a goose nest filled with 
eggs on the bank.  Mother goose did not hesitate 
to hiss her disapproval of the young scientists.  
Thompson created a scavenger hunt designed for 
the Cutthroat Climb, students were instructed to 
look for the items, not collect.  The afternoon was 
spent hiking the Cutthroat Climb and identifying 
the items on the scavenger hunt.  Bookmarks and 
pencils were given out by the refuge for complete 
and correct answers.  
 

Even though the weather was cold and damp the 
students excitedly passed more than four hours 
exploring, journaling and interpreting this small 
slice of the refuge.  They now look forward to be-
coming fourth graders so they can participate in 
the fourth grade program next year. 
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By Katherine Mack 

 

Many Thanks to our  
Business Members 

for their Support  
 

Autodesk, Inc 
Bailey's Café 

Baker Bay Art Gallery 
Bay Center Mariculture, Inc. 

Beachdog.Com. Inc 
Blackwood Beach Cottages 

Coast Seafoods Co. 
Cottage Bakery & Deli 

Depot Restaurant 
Ekone Oysters 

Green Angel Gardening 
Harmony Soapworks 

Heckes Oyster 
Independent Books 

Jack's Country Store 
Jarvis Appraisals 
Lighthouse Realty 

Northern Oyster Co. 
Okie's Sentry Market 

Port of Peninsula 
Sandridge Topsoil & Bark 

Seatow 
Shoalwater Restaurant 

Sid's Supermarket 
Taylor Shellfish Farms 

Willapa Bay Bookeeping  Kris Thompson Dip Netting with 3rd Graders 



Over a three-day period, Willapa National Wildlife Refuge hosted over 190 fourth 
grade students from Astoria, Long Beach, Ocean Park, Naselle and South Bend, 
who excitedly visited six educational science stations to learn more about the en-
vironment and how to be good future stewards.  Friends of Willapa National Wild-
life Refuge and Willapa National Wildlife 
Refuge annually co-sponsor this educa-
tional event as part of their 4th grade en-
vironmental education program. The field 
trip is a culmination of a year long pro-
gram where 4th graders learn about the 
refuge system, bird basics, habitat, and 
the local amphibian population in the 
classroom.   
 

Volunteers from the Friends group, Ref-
uge staff, Ilwaco High School students, 
and a group of Girl Scouts from the Port-
land Oregon area led the six field sta-
tions at Refuge’s Tarlett Slough 
Unit.  There was something for everyone, 
such as examining critters who live in the 
ponds, identifying skulls, exploring life in 
the bay, looking at bird specimens, and 
learning about soils and rocks.  They ex-
perienced first-hand skill in wildlife view-
ing, wetlands animal identification, 
aquatic shellfish and invertebrate identifi-
cation, the amphibian lifecycle, an intro-
duction to soil science/geology, and an 
appreciation for animal behavior based 
on interpretation of bone structure.  The 
enthusiasm of the students was not dimmed by overcast and drizzly weather.   
 

Willapa National Wildlife Visitor Services Manger Kris Thompson, commented that 
by the end of three days the volunteers are bit tired but the look of amazement on 
the students faces when they see all four life stages of frogs in one dip-net or the 
dozens of types of shellfish that make Willapa Bay home confirms this is making a 
difference in how they see their actions can make a difference in their environ-
ment. And, it's all great fun.  Kris continued, "We've successfully honed this learn-
ing experience into rich curricula that's packed with fun and knowledge for young 
and old alike. I don’t know who has more fun, the kids or the volunteers.”     
 

Willapa National Wildlife Refuge has supported a very successful and comprehen-
sive education program for the past eight years to the 4th grade classrooms in 
Pacific County, Washington and Star of the Seas in Astoria Oregon.  The four 
classroom sessions and the field trip each year are recognized by educators as 
especially effective in instilling a sense of conservation stewardship and Refuge  
                                                                                                                     Continued Page 7 
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By Kris Thompson 

Dick Sheldon sharing his knowledge of 
Shellfish from the Bay with curious kids  



Cont. from pg. 6 
appreciation.  The field trip to the Willapa NWR is the highlight of Friends-
developed curricula, which introduces area youth to wildlife management and con-
servation. 
 

Willapa NWR staff and Friends' vol-
unteers thank the educators and 
parent chaperones of Pacific 
County and Star of the Sea schools 
for their participation during the 
field trip.  We would also like to ex-
press appreciation to the exemplary 
group of students who volunteered 
their time and energies from Ilwaco 
High School and ECO-GIG  
(ecology-girls in green) Girl Scouts 
from the Portland Oregon area.  President of the Friends of Willapa NWR Kathe-
rine Mack Driscoll stated, “We are fortunate that students and educators through-
out the region appreciate the unique natural resources of the Willapa watershed 
and allow time each year for our program.”  Photos courtesy of Jason Huntley. 

Ilwaco Saturday Market 
9:30 am to 4:30 pm 

June 14  ~ July 19  ~ August 2  ~ September 20  
Contact:  Patty Wood  picnic@willapabay.org or 360-665-3809 

 

August  - Annual BBQ & Hike   
Contact:  Katherine Driscoll  kmack@lighthouseproperty.com or 360-783-2699 

 

Board Meetings: 
 

Wednesday – June 25th           Refuge Headquarters         4 pm   
Wednesday – July 23rd           Refuge Headquarters         4 pm   
Wednesday – August 27th      Refuge Headquarters         4 pm 
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Willapa National Wildlife Refuge and Washington State Parks are offering sum-
mer programs for youth ages 5-15. July 8, 17, 22, 31 we will conduct amphibian 
monitoring programs for kids at the Tarlatt Slough Unit off 95thStreet in Long 
Beach. Programs will begin around 1 pm and conclude around 4 pm. We will be 
dip netting in the ponds at Tarlatt and exploring the nearby woodlands for am-
phibians. Materials will be provided for students. Students should bring something 
to drink, a snack, bug spray, and rubber boots. For smaller children , we request a 
parent or guardian stay present for the duration of the activity. The program is 
free, but we do have limited space, so please call Kris Thompson at 360/484-3482 
to reserve your spot. Announcements for additional programs will be posted in 
local newspapers. 
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By Kris Thompson 

Jason Huntley  
Ilwaco High School  

Student Volunteer  
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Published quarterly by Friends of Willapa 

National Wildlife Refuge 
Volume 8, Number 4 
Suzy Whittey, Editor 

 
To request an address change, to  

contribute items of interest (including  
photos), or to submit articles for  

publication, please contact  
Friends of Willapa NWR 

 
Mailing Address  

3888 State Route 101 
Ilwaco, WA 98624-9707 
Phone: 360-783-2699 

 
E-mail  

president@friendsofwillaparefuge.org 
 

Web Site  
www.friendsofwillaparefuge.org 

 

Friends of Willapa National 
Wildlife Refuge 

 
A nonprofit 501(c)(3) corporation, 

Friends of Willapa National wildlife Refuge 
was established in July 2000 to provide 

support and assistance to Refuge  
programs and to enhance awareness and 

appreciation of the Willapa National  
Wildlife Refuge. 

 

Board of Directors  
President:  Katherine Driscoll  
Vice President:  Amy Cook  

Treasurer:  Kelly Rupp  
Secretary:  Michael O'Meagher  

Directory Membership:  Bill Hutton  
Director Publicity:  Carole Wiegardt  

Director at Large:  Patty Wood 

���	
����	�����������	
����	�����������	
����	�����������	
����	�������� ����
By Katherine Mack 

The months of May and June were filled 
with elementary and middle school field 
trips at the refuge.  Students from area 
schools greeted the cold wet weather with 
enthusiasm.  They were glad to take what 
they learned in the classroom and apply it 
in the great outdoors – making their own 
discoveries along the way.  We are fortu-
nate to have such access to nature and to 
have the many volunteers who give their 
time and expertise for youth outreach.  
(Thank you volunteers!)  Giving students 
these opportunities fosters understanding 
and appreciation for nature and prepares 
them to take over as stewards of our envi-
ronment.   
 

Children’s outdoor education was empha-
sized at the “Friends for the Future” con-
ference held in April in West Virginia.  
While Vice-President, Amy Cook, and I 
came away very stimulated and full of 
fresh ideas, we realized that the Friends 
of Willapa NWR are far ahead of many 
other refuges in this regard.  However, 
there is certainly room to grow our pro-
grams, ultimately offering something 
meaningful to all grade levels.   
 

In addition to attending the conference, 
we paid a visit to our representatives in 
Washington, DC.  Our primary purpose 
was to deliver a huge “Thank you” for their 
support of the Spartina eradication project 
on Willapa Bay.  Great strides have been 
made over the last six years and have 
resulted in reclaimed migratory bird habi-
tat and shellfish growing tidelands.  A spe-
cial celebration is being planned for Au-
gust, please watch your (e)mail for details. 
 

Katherine Mack Driscoll, President 
Friends of Willapa NWR 

Visit our Web Site at:  
www. friendsofwillaparefuge.org  



The Friends have again provided a $1000 scholarship for a Pacific County high 
school senior. This year there was only one applicant, Kyle Burkhalter of Naselle. 
Kyle presented excellent recommendations and grades. He was home schooled 
through middle and high school but participated in public school and community 
activities. This past academic year he attended Clatsop Community College 
through the Running Start Program. His volunteer activities have included working 
at the Naselle Fish Hatchery, and as a piezometer data collector for the Grays 
River Enhancement District, planting trees on Crooked Creek for conservation 
restoration and riding along with the local game warden. His intended major in 
Wildlife Management. 
 

To promote the preservation, awareness and appreciation of our environment, the 
Friends of Willapa National Wildlife Refuge offers a scholarship to students pursu-
ing careers in fish and wildlife management, environmental education, conserva-
tion and related fields. Two $1,000 scholarships may be awarded to two qualified 
applicants, paid directly to their chosen college, to be used for tuition, books and 
fees. 
 

Scholarships are available to Pacific County, Washington, high school seniors 
with a demonstrated 3.0 grade average or better and completion of the application 
requirements. 
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By Carole Wiegardt 
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Sustaining 
Dickson & Bibi Lee 

Ken Bado 
 

Benefactor  

Tobias & Jennifer Hartmann 
 

Family  

Nancy Beliveau 
Paul Majkut 

Karen & Todd Brownlee 
Richard & Leah Gonder 

 

Individual 
Jeff Gilligan 

Dan Williams 
Marian Martinez 
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By John Kulm��

Suzy Whittey's audience at the PUD 
building filled all the chairs and chil-
dren sat on the floor at "Critter Talk" on 
April 17th. She's seen here in front of a 
slide of a "Wilson's Snipe." 
 

Local animal species were discussed 
and the kids all had their favorites. 
Rose Driscoll said she liked the ba-
nana slug which can crawl over a razor 
blade unharmed. "It's cool," she ob-
served. Elizabeth Kulm's favorite: the 
sea turtle. Her interest in it was, she 
explained, "It's cute."  
 

Plenty of interesting critter facts for all 
ages that asked the question “True or 
False”? and encouraged full audience 
participation, not to mention, loads of 
fun.  Wilson's Snipe really is a local 
fowl, but Suzy recommends not hunt-
ing them with gunny sacks.  



Membership Reminder  
Please use the enclosed envelope and 

the following page to mail in your  
membership dues. 

Dues are payable on July 1, 2008  

This is a reminder that, with the change in the Friends ’by-laws of last Novem-
ber, all membership dues are payable on July 1, 2008.  The by-law change was 
made to streamline our renewal process and eliminate a few recurring problems 
we experienced with tracking billing and renewal notices every quarter.  
 

Dues and donations from our members are the primary source of income for 
Friends of Willapa National Wildlife Refuge.  From an operating budget of about 
$6000, we provide annual scholarships to high school seniors who graduate 
from local schools, environmental education programs for 4th and 8th grade stu-
dents, interpretive walks on the refuge, quarterly member gatherings that in-
clude the annual member’s barbecue, and public outreach experiences such as 
the Salmon Interpretive Trail and Critter Talk.  Your dues also support our web-
site, and this quarterly newsletter. 
 

The Friends group is an all volunteer organization and we strive to provide an 
interesting, quality experience for the greatest number of members.  Nearly 
100% of every dues dollar goes directly to support our mission, which is to pro-
vide support and assistance to Refuge programs and to heighten awareness 
and appreciation of the Willapa National Wildlife Refuge. 

Without your support there would be...  
No Environmental Education  

No Scholarship Program 
No Booths at Events 

No Plant and Nature Hikes 
No Annual Members Picnic 

No Critter Talk  
 

So we want to take a moment to say  

Thank you  
for being a member of the  

Friends of Willapa National Wildlife Refuge  

You are who we are!  
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Make checks payable to: Friends of Willapa NWR 
 

                          Send to:  Friends of Willapa NWR 
                                         3888 State Route 101 
                                         Ilwaco, WA 98624-9707 
 

Name:____________________________________________________ 
 

Address:__________________________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________ 
 

Phone: ___________________________________________________ 
 

 

        Yes! I want to receive Friends e-mail announcements.  
 

My e-mail address is ________________________________________ 

             Memberships  
 

Individual     ($10) 
Family         ($15) 
Patron         ($50)                             $ _________                                   
Benefactor  ($100) 
Sustaining  ($250) 
Advocate    ($500)  
                  or more 

}  

New Member 
Renewal 

Contributions to FWNWR are tax deductible.  
No goods or services are provided in exchange for your donation. 

Volunteer Interests  

Scholarship Fund Donation 
 

                         $  ___________ 
 

Other Donation 
(Supports education Program)  
 

                         $  ___________    

Total Amount Enclosed  $  __________ 

Community Outreach 
Environmental Education 
Membership Recruitment 
Special Projects and Events 
Fund Raising    

Public Relations 
Habitat Restoration 
Trail and campground maintenance 
Shorebird and waterfowl monitoring 
Fish and amphibian monitoring 
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