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The Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the Salmon Art Trai l  
includes Charlie, Katherine, three UW Public Art st udent 

winners, and John Young, UW Department Chair. 
Story page 2 ~ More Photographs page 10  
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The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and Friends of Willapa NWR celebrated the 70th 
Anniversary of Willapa Refuge on October 13, 2007, with several scheduled 
events and day-long activities. Events stretched from Leadbetter Point to Long 
Island to the Salmon Art Trail at Refuge headquarters, where visitors got more 
than just a glimpse of the natural beauty and pristine habitat that comprises Wil-
lapa Bay and Willapa Refuge.  At Refuge headquarters, Charlie Stenvall, Project 
Leader for Willapa Complex, began the day with a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the 
new artwork on the Salmon Art Trail. The five new art pieces added to the Salmon 
Art Trail were introduced by the student designers from the University of Washing-
ton Public Arts program.  John Young, Chairman of the University of Washington 
Public Arts Department noted for the crowd that “this is the first of its kind in the 
nation.”  
 

Over at the Leadbetter Point Unit, located at the tip of the Long Beach Peninsula, 
Friends’ members Kathleen Sayce and Sue Staples began the morning with a 
plant and bird walk . “We started out at the north parking lot with fifteen people,” 
said Kathleen “but somewhere along the way, the group expanded to almost two 
dozen.” 
 

A canoe/kayak paddle to Long Island was another event led by Friends’ member 
Kelly Rupp. One kayaker mentioned, “I’ve lived on the Peninsula for many years 
but never been to the island. And what a great day for it!” The paddlers cruised 
over to the Smokey Hollow campground to visit the old growth forest in the Don 
Bonker Ancient Cedar Grove. 
 

A very special family program was the inspiration of  Friends’ member Amy Cook. 
She led a family hike with kids of all ages on the Salmon Art Trail and up the Cut-
throat Climb Trail. One highlight of the hike was to find all sixteen of the bronze 
amphibians mounted along the Salmon Art Trail, of which some are partially hid-
den on the trail.  
 

Other activities were happening in parallel at the Refuge headquarters. Attendees 
clustered in and around stations for building birdhouses, participating in the inter-
active skulls demonstration, coloring furiously for the coloring contest, creating 
finger-painting art, viewing art demonstrations, and building one’s own kite. Visi-
tors could also view and purchase local artwork as well as the Willapa Refuge 70th 
Anniversary poster, participate in the raffle for art prints and books, and talk with 
representatives from the Friends of Willapa NWR and Willapa Hills Audubon Soci-
ety. 
 

The day ended with weary but exuberant paddlers returning to the Refuge head-
quarters boat dock, taking with them memories of a once-in-a-lifetime experience 
on Willapa Refuge. 
 

The 70th Anniversary posters are available for purchase for $15. The posters can 
be viewed at and purchased through Willapa Refuge (360-484-3482) ask for Kris 
Thompson or from NW Visual Arts, Long Beach (360-642-3299) ask for Chris 
Goodwin. 
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Volunteers are one of the Refuge's greatest as-
sets. It is easy enough to get caught up in the 
workaday world, but millions of Americans also 
find time to support a vast array of organizations. 
According to the U.S. government's Corporation 
for National & Community Service, the proportion 
of Americans volunteering with an educational or 
youth service organization has seen a 63 percent 
increase just since just 1989. There are an as-
tounding range of worthy causes out there, and 
we can help right here.   
 

We are initiating the 2008 Environmental Education 4th grade programming this 
January for regional schools.  We offer a host of volunteering opportunities for 
any of the sessions.  We will provide some hands on training and provide the 
tools to assist with classroom presentations.   
 

We do have some dates and times confirmed for our 4th grade Environmental 
Education programs.  We have five schools in the region signed up; Naselle, 
South Bend, Long Beach, Ocean Park, and Astoria-Star of the Sea.  If you are 
interested in assisting or leading a program, please contact me for further infor-
mation. 
 
   Dates                                   Program                           Presenter 
   1/28/08 – 2/1/08                   What is a Refuge?             Kris Thompson 
   2/18/08 – 2/22/08                 Birds!                                Friends Volunteer 
   3/10/08 – 3/14/08                 Habitat                              Friends Volunteer 
   4/1/08 –  4/4/08                    Amphibian                         Friends Volunteer 
   5/21/08                                Refuge Field Trip               Everyone! 
 
Most recently, we are pursuing a summer Elderhostel day hike.  Elderhostel is 
a not-for-profit organization dedicated to providing extraordinary learning ad-
ventures for people 55 and over.  The Elderhostel Days of Discovery program 
is including several dates to hike on Long Island.  We would be looking for vol-
unteers to share their knowledge and enthusiasm with this group.   
 

Volunteering is a wonderful opportunity to spread the word about the mission 
and importance of the Refuge. We always have projects that require a little ex-
tra help.   
 

Long Island is a wonderful place to visit.  The old growth cedar forest, diverse 
wildlife, and variety of habitats make Long Island a magical place. The island is 
only accessible by boat and extremely tide dependant. Unfortunately, many 
trails are difficult to traverse due to down trees and overgrown vegetation.  
Campsites are in need of attention as are portable restrooms.  If you have inter-
est working on Long Island, please contact me.                         Continued page 4 
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By Kristine Thompson 
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Volunteer Continued 
The goose check in station at the Riekkola unit requires staffing every Wednesday 
and Saturday October 13 through January 12, 2008 from 6:30 am until 8:00 am 
when the hunt officially begins.  Having a volunteer staff the station provides al-
most 8 hours every two weeks to the Refuge!  We could use that time to develop 
more education programs! On the job training would be provided if you are inter-
ested this year. 
 

Occasionally, we put out a group email to those members who provided email ad-
dresses soliciting assistance on a variety of topics.  Most recently, we sought vol-
unteers to staff the headquarters while staff was at a mandatory work plan meet-
ing off site.  Thank you to the folks who responded. 
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By Kelly Rupp���

Friends’ members gathered on November 17 at Refuge HQ for our annual public 
meeting.   Friends’ President Katherine Mack led the combined business meeting 
and special presentation featuring one of Willapa Bay’s special migratory visitors, 
the Pacific Brant geese.   
 

Friends’ activities and programs for the past year were summarized for attendees, 
celebrating Friends’ achievements in public education and volunteer support for 
Refuge activities.  Hundreds of hours were contributed by members in support of 
the fourth grade environmental education program, public outreach and advocacy, 
scholarship program, planning and development of additional artwork for the 
salmon interpretive trail, and the August Long Island BBQ and October anniver-
sary celebration.  “Thank you for being engaged,” remarked Charlie Stenvall, Wil-
lapa Complex Project Manager.  “Volunteers make all the difference in our suc-
cess here at Willapa.”    
 

Friends’ Treasurer Kelly Rupp summarized the organizations finances for 2007.    
Funds were successfully raised to support expansion of the interpretive trail and 
continue our scholarship program.   Income from dues and anniversary poster 
contributions were particularly strong in 2007, more than offsetting operational 
expenses for Friends’ member programs.    
 

Formal business actions conducted during the meeting included ratification of a 
By-Laws amendment that adjusts members’ date of membership renewal to July.   
That is, all annual membership will be renewed once per year, at the same time.  
This change in renewal process will enable a more efficient and accurate annual 
renewal drive for members.    
 

Board members for 2008 were also elected at the meeting.    
Returning to their posts for 2008 are the following:    

 

·     President, Katherine Mack Driscoll 
·     Vice-president and Education chair, Amy Cook 
·     Secretary, Michael O’Meagher 
·     Treasurer, Kelly Rupp 
·     Membership chair, Bill Hutton 
·     Publicity and Scholarship chair, Carole Wiegardt 
                                                                                         Continued page 5 
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Member meeting continued 
 

Patti Wood was elected to fill the Director-at-large position, completing the 2008 
Board roster.    
 

Featured guest speaker Maynard Axelson, President of the Washington Brant 
Foundation, led the meeting in a discussion of one of Willapa’s most unique visi-
tors, the Pacific Black Brant.   “This species represent one of the few waterfowl 
ecosystems that continue to function without behavioral change over thousands of 
years,” marveled Axelson.    Nesting above the Arctic Circle on patches of snow-
free tundra, the brant migrate southward to Mexico’s Baja annually.   “This 2600 
mile distance has been clocked by some radio-banded geese to require only 51 
hours,” noted Axelson.  “This bird cruises at average speed of nearly 50 miles per 
hour, over open ocean, navigating its migration 
compass without error.”    
 

“Brant geese live in water 24/7,” continued 
Axelson.   “At low tide, they’ll swim to a gravel 
beach to clear their feathers  and nibble on 
washed up eelgrass.  The eelgrass beds and 
sandy beaches of Willapa offer ideal resting 
habitat for the brant during their migration, at-
tracting several thousand birds each year.”    
 

“The brant are clinging to their habitat,” cau-
tioned Axelson.  Development pressures on 
shoreline beaches and loss of habitat due to 
spartina encroachment were noted as con-
cerns for the brant’s future, as well as in-
creased populations of raptor predators across 
its migratory range.   The Washington Brant 
Foundation was founded by Axelson and oth-
ers to support awareness of the Brant and de-
velop habitat for the species.  The foundation 
is recruiting members, ore information can be 
found at www.washingtonbrant.org or by con-
tacting Axelson at maynardaxelson@hotmail.
com 

 

Many Thanks to our  
Business Members 

for their Support  
 

Autodesk, Inc 
Bailey's Café 

Baker Bay Art Gallery 
Bay Center Mariculture, Inc. 

Beachdog.Com. Inc 
Blackwood Beach Cottages 

Coast Seafood's Co. 
Cottage Bakery & Deli 

Depot Restaurant 
Ekone Oysters 

Green Angel Gardening 
Harmony Soapworks 

Heckes Oyster 
Independent Books 

Jack's Country Store 
Jarvis Appraisals 
Lighthouse Realty 

Northern Oyster Co. 
Okie's Sentry Market 

Port of Peninsula 
Sandridge Topsoil & Bark 

Seatow 
Shoalwater Restaurant 

Sid's Supermarket 
Taylor Shellfish Farms 

Willapa Bay Bookkeeping 
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Benefactor 
Jim & Grace Mack 
Vicky Biondi Ferree 

 

Patron 
Emily Brown 

Jim & Peggy Bleckov 
Richard & Dian Schroeder 

Ronald Barclay 
Nancy & Robert Laws 

 

Refuge staff is busy on a variety of tasks.  The Comprehensive Conservation 
Planning is under way for Willapa NWR.  Comprehensive Conservation Plans 
(CCPs) describe the desired future conditions of a refuge and provide long-range 
guidance and management direction to achieve refuge purposes; help fulfill the 
National Wildlife Refuge System (Refuge System) mission; maintain and, where 
appropriate, restore the ecological integrity of the Refuge.  We will be setting 
dates for public meetings this spring to discuss planning updates.  We anticipate 
four public meetings in the region.   
 

Staff has been busy working on reports, mowing, equipment maintenance, and 
daily operations of the Refuge.  All staff got involved with salmon restoration. 
Twenty-five pair of chum salmon were relocated from Bear and Ellsworth River to 
the stream at headquarters. A couple of chum salmon succumbed to predation by 
otters.  Several other chum were seen for multiple days in the oxbow lake off the 
boardwalk. 
 

Outreach activities are progressing for the Refuge.  The 4th grade environmental 
education activities are set for this winter and spring.  Educators were pleased to 
hear we were conducting these programs this year as the EE programs have 
been quite a success with the teachers and students. Some new ventures include 
a programming with Elderhostel, a non profit organization.  These programs could 
be day programs or a multiple day program.  I have spoke with Emily Gustafson, 
Program Manager, Days of Discovery, Elderhostel in Boston, MA (www.
elderhostel.org  | www.roadscholar.org).  She is very interested in looking at pro-
gramming – with the possibility of summer 2008 for day programs!  Specifically, 
Emily is interested in day-long programs offered multiple times over the summer.  
I prepared a proposal for day hikes at Long Island, selecting dates where the tides 
would offer a departure of approximately 10 am and a return of 3 pm.   
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By Kristine Thompson 

Family 
Shelly Cartier & John Walsh 

Joan & Gaston Porterie 
Mary Lawrence 

Marcus & Sharon Block 
Nancy & Dennis Hein 

Jacquelyn & Henry Helm 
Danny & Linda Peterson 

Janet & Marv Foust 
Darrell & Kristine Lashley 

Susan McLaughlin 
Bob & Lisa Gillespie 

Patrick & Mary Beth Kelly 
Steve & Janet Thompson 

Kris Thompson 
Nadia Gardner 

Kas & Peter Guillozet 
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Individual 

Chris Sidebotham 
Jim Cronin 

Marcus J. Stiles 
Pat Donnelly 
Tom Farrell 

Charlotte Paliani 
Debby Goforth 
Dennis Howard 

Ed Archer 
 

Honorary 
(Scholarship) 
Shaun Rose 
Luke Jensen 
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Published quarterly by Friends of Willapa 

National Wildlife Refuge 
Volume 8, Number 2 
Suzy Whittey, Editor 

 
To request an address change, to  

contribute items of interest (including  
photos), or to submit articles for  

publication, please contact  
Friends of Willapa NWR 

 
Mailing Address  

3888 State Route 101 
Ilwaco, WA 98624-9707 
Phone: 360-783-2699 

 
E-mail  

president@friendsofwillaparefuge.org 
 

Web Site  
www.friendsofwillaparefuge.org 

 

Friends of Willapa National 
Wildlife Refuge 

 
A nonprofit 501(c)(3) corporation, 

Friends of Willapa National Wildlife  
Refuge was established in July 2000 to 

provide support and assistance to Refuge  
programs and to enhance awareness and 

appreciation of the Willapa National  
Wildlife Refuge. 

 

Board of Directors  
President:  Katherine Driscoll  
Vice President:  Amy Cook  

Treasurer:  Kelly Rupp  
Secretary:  Michael O'Meagher  

Directory Membership:  Bill Hutton  
Director Publicity:  Carole Wiegardt  
Director Education:  Shawn Stern 

There are many places on the refuge 
where you can commonly view and pho-
tograph large herds of Roosevelt elk. 
Black-tailed deer, black bear, and bobcat 

are more elusive, but still abundant on 
the refuge. If you're lucky, you may also 
spot playful river otters or harbor seals. 
The refuge is home to 13 species of am-
phibians. Rough skinned newts, Pacific 

tree frogs, and red-legged frogs are com-
monly seen on the trails on cool, moist 
days (watch where you step!). Other spe-
cies such as Dunn's, Van Dyke's, and 
northwestern salamanders are more 
challenging to spot. 
 

Text from Willapa NWR web site 
www.fws.gov/willapa/WillapaNWR/ 

 
Photographs by Suzy Whittey 
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The Nature Conservancy and the Friends of the Willapa National Wildlife Refuge 
praised Congress for including $990,000 for spartina eradication in the federal 
spending bill that Congress passed on Wednesday, December 19. 
 

“Spartina eradication is an important effort that has involved the federal govern-
ment, state agencies, local oyster growers, as well as landowners around Willapa 
Bay, and it’s been very successful,” said Kelly Rupp, a member of the board of 
trustees for the Friends of the Willapa National Wildlife Refuge. “Both the environ-
mental and economic interests of people who de-
pend upon the Bay are united in this effort.” 
 

Spartina alterniflora is a fast-growing and fast-
spreading smooth cordgrass that threatens to take 
over the inter-tidal mudflats and natural salt 
marshes of Willapa Bay that provide habitat for 
thousands of shorebirds, waterfowl, and other es-
tuarine-dependent animals. 
 

During spring and fall migrations, more than 
100,000 shorebirds feed at Willapa, defining the 
bay as one of the top ten coastal habitats for 
shorebirds between Alaska and Mexico. 
 

At the height of the infestation, spartina  had 
spread its dense meadows and advancing clones 
over about 35,000 acres of the 85,000 acre bay. 
Gathered together, the meadows and clones 
added up to 9,000 solid acres. Last spring, that 
was reduced to about 2,300 acres, and research-
ers expect to find just about half of that when the 
remaining plants emerge this spring, said Tom 
Kollasch, Willapa Program Director for the Conservancy. 
 

This will be the sixth and final year of federal funding for the eradication project. 
The Conservancy, which has been working on behalf of eradication for years, said 
the support of Sen. Patty Murray and U.S. Rep. Norm Dicks has proven critical in 
securing much-needed funds to fight spartina. U.S. Rep. Brian Baird has also 
played a very important role in this effort. 
 

“Senator Murray and Representatives Dicks and Baird of Washington’s congres-
sional delegation have demonstrated genuine advocacy in ensuring this invasive 
species will be fully eradicated,” said David Weekes, director of the Conservancy 
in Washington. 
 

“The support of Rep. Dicks, Sen. Murray, and Rep. Baird has just been phenome-
nal,” said Charlie Stenvall, project leader for the Willapa National Wildlife Refuge 
complex. “They’ve understood from day one how important this project is for mi-
gratory birds and for the ecological health of this bay. They understand what it 
means for this community and this state to have a healthy bay, and they’ve been 
steadfast in their support.” 
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By Kelly Rupp����

Before 

After 



4th Grade Environmental Education  
 

We have five schools in the region signed up; Naselle, South Bend, Long Beach, 
Ocean Park, and Astoria-Star of the Sea.  If you are interested in assisting or 
leading a program, please contact me for further information. 
 

  Dates                              Program                       Presenter 
  1/28/08 – 2/1/08               What is a Refuge?         Kris Thompson 
  2/18/08 – 2/22/08            Birds!                            Friends Volunteers Needed 
  3/10/08 – 3/14/08            Habitat                          Friends Volunteers Needed 
  4/1/08 – 4/4/08                Amphibian                     Friends Volunteers Needed 
  5/21/08                            Refuge Field Trip           Friends Volunteers Needed 
                             

Gorse Pulling (Removal) Long Island  
 

This is something that always needs attention by either an individual or in groups.  
Please contact Kristine Thompson at the refuge headquarters 1-360-484-3482. 
 

Creating Digital Photographs  
 

The Refuge is looking for volunteers to inventory and archive photos.  Tasks in-
clude sorting through a lot of photos and slides, typing up information on a laptop 
computer, scanning with a portable scanner and laptop, and in the future, organiz-
ing in archival based materials for long term storage.  Any task can be separate or 
combined depending on interest.  Training and oversight provided. This will be an 
ongoing project .  Call Kristine Thompson at 1-360-484-3482 for more information. 
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The board of Directors of the Friends of  Willapa Refuge 
And the Staff of the Willapa National Wildlife Refuge 

"In the end we will conserve only what we love. We 
will love only what we understand. We will understand 
only what we are taught." - Baba Dioum, Senegal  
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The Salmon Art Trail is located at Willapa National Wildlife Refuge Headquarters
3888 State Route 101 ~ Ilwaco, WA 98624

Open to the public Monday - Friday 7:30 am to 4:00 pm 

Stroll  
The 

Quiet 
Forest 

Floor and  
The 

Meandering 
Boardwalk. 

 

Enjoy  
The 
Art 

And 
Wildlife 
On The 

Salmon Art Trail  

Photographs courtesy of 
Dave Rubert Photography 

P.O. Box 177 
Winlock, WA 98596 

360.785.7579 
http://www.DaveRubertPhoto.com 
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Make checks payable to: Friends of Willapa NWR 
 

                          Send to:  Friends of Willapa NWR 
                                        3888 State Route 101 
                                        Ilwaco, WA 98624-9707 
 

Name:____________________________________________________ 
 

Address:__________________________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________ 
 

Phone: ___________________________________________________ 
 

 

        Yes! I want to receive Friends e-mail announcements.  
 

My e-mail address is ________________________________________ 

             Memberships  
 

Individual     ($10) 
Family         ($15) 
Patron         ($50)                             $ _________                                   
Benefactor  ($100) 
Sustaining  ($250) 
Advocate    ($500)  
                  or more 

}  

New Member 
Renewal 

Contributions to FWNWR are tax deductible.  
No goods or services are provided in exchange for your donation. 

Volunteer Interests  

Scholarship Fund Donation 
 

                         $  ___________ 
 

Other Donation 
(Supports education Program)  
 

                         $  ___________   

Total Amount Enclosed  $  __________ 

Community Outreach 
Environmental Education 
Membership Recruitment 
Special Projects and Events 
Fund Raising    

Public Relations 
Habitat Restoration 
Trail and campground maintenance 
Shorebird and waterfowl monitoring 
Fish and amphibian monitoring 
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